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August 16, 1995 Introduced By: 
LARRY PHILLIPS 

Ron Sims 

farmlands. VN :tg Proposed No.: 95 - 575 

MOTION Nj) 652 
A MOTION relating to Economic Development, requesting 
the King County executive to submit an ordinance that 
appropriates $50,000 to the Institute for Washington Future 
for the purpose of creating agricultural jobs. 

WHEREAS, in 1979, King County voters expressed their strong public 

commitment to preserve farmlands by approving a measure to buy farmland development 

rights, and 

WHEREAS, this program preserved 12,600 acres of farmland by purchasing the 

development rights, and 

WHEREAS, during the 1980's King County established Agriculture Production 

Districts with large lot zoning requirements and specified agriculture as the preferred use in 

these areas, and 

WHEREAS, in 1994, King County adopted a new Comprehensive Plan, which 

addresses the decline of King County's farmlands, both in vitality and acreage, and 

WHEREAS, in 1995 the county council funded a new initiative to implement the 

Plan's goals and ensure a sustainable future for working farms, and 
II 
I: 

WHEREAS, this initiative is just beginning,to gatheiinformation about the 

challenges oftoday's farmers, and 

WHEREAS, the King County Farm Advisory Committee will make 

recommendations of incentives which will encourage the retention of working farms to the 

Council's Utilities and Natural Resources Committee in 1995, and 

WHEREAS, the King County Organizing Project (KCOP), a democratically 

governed organization of churches and institutions in conjunction with Cascadia Revolving 

Fund and the Institute for Washington Future are proposing a project which will create jobs 

and efficiently use agricultural land in King County for farming by low-income residents, 

and 
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9652 
1 II WHEREAS, this project proposes that prime agricultural land be used to create 

2 II agricultural jobs through the development of orchards, dairy farms, and vegetable crops 

3 II and the development of enterprises run by individuals to market and sell their products, and 

4 II WHEREAS, the project calls for the development of training programs and the 

5 II securing of rights to use land for farming from current landowners, and 

6 II WHEREAS, funding the proposed project will provide the incentive for people to 

7 II continue to use their farming expertise, and 

8 II WHEREAS, the proposal is consisted with the mission of the King County 

9 II Agriculture Commission to maintain anq further enhance commercial agriculture; 

10 II NOW, THEREFORE BE IT MOVED by the Council of King County: 

11 II The King County executive is requested to review the joint proposal of the King 

12 II County Organizing Project, Institute for Washington Future and the Cascadia Revolving 

13 II Fund to determine if the proposal is consistent with King County's Comprehensive Plan 

14 II and the mission of the Agriculture Commission. 

15 II BE IT FURTHER MOVED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY: 

16 II If the county executive determines the proposal is consistent with King County's 

1 7 II Comprehensive Plan, the King County council hereby requests the executive to transmit an 

18 II ordinance appropriating $50,000 to the Institute for Washington Future to assist it in the 

19 II creation of agricultural jobs and the preservation of agriculture lands within King County. 

20 II The council's preference is that the $50,000 come from non qurrent expense sources, if 
I' 

21 II possible. 
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PASSED by a vote of /:2.. to d this II~ay of 

~ ,199£' 

ATTEST: 

Lu-a~ 
Clerk of the Council 

KING COUNTY COUNCIL 
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

X---~~ 
Chair 

Attachments: Tasks, Timeline and Organization Responsible for Each Task 
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9652 
Maintaining King County Farmlands for Commercial Farming 

Summary 

The purpose of this project is to efficiently use agricultural land in King County for 
fanning by low:-income residents. There are signilicant parcels of.existing or potential 
agticulturalland in the County--for which th~ County holds development rights--which 
could be maintained for agticultural use. In the past decade, eXisting agricultul'alland has 
been used for commercial or residential devc::lopment, rather than fanning, in spite of the 
region's tich soil i1nd climate. In additiori there are large numbers of low-income 
individuals or groups who have interest in fanning--in order supplement their incomes--but 
who have no access to land or tools to do so. IvIany of these individuals belong to 
immigrant groups who have had experience with fanning in their home countries 
(pm1icularIy S.E. Asians, South Pacific Islanders and Latinos). 

The results of this project will be that prime agticultural County land will be used to 
supplement the income of County residents through the development of orchards~ dairy 
farms~ and vegetable crops and the development of enterprises run by these individuals to 
market and sell their products. 

Three organizations have joined tpgether to coordinate the project. The King County 
Organizing Project, with a broad low-income constituency, will identifY and organize 
potential fanners. ,The Institute for Washington's Future, with research, policy 
development, and educational expertise, will gather information on available land and 
agricultural products that \vill generate the most commercial success~ and will develop and 
provide appropriate training. The Cascadia Revolving Fund~ which provides business loans 
low-income entrepreneurs~ \vill pro\ide fmancial and business development training and 
gn-going technical as~istance to farmers and entrepreneurs. ' 

The length of this project will be one year, from July, 1995-June, ~996 and will begin with 
land and fanner identification, training in £11nUng and business development~ and conclude 
with the planting and harvesting of the frrst crops. The total funds requested are S50,000 
to be divided among the organizations, with the institUte for Washington's Future acting as 
the fiscal agent. This funding will provide the basis for future funding in subsequent years. 
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9652 ; 1 

Maintaining King County Farm~ands for'Commercial Farming 
Collaboration between the King COWlty Organizing Project, 

the Institute for Washington's Future, and the, Cascadia Revolving Fund 

July 20, 199.5 

Within the boundaries of King County are significant land parcels which are zoned for agricultural use and 
which could be developed into productive commercial fanus. At the same time, there are CoWtty residents 
who have an interest in, and in some instances experience in, farming who have not had access to the 
necessary land rind tools to farm. CTItese include immigrant groups especially from Southeast Asia, the 
Pacific.lslands, and Latin America). TItis project aims to match potential farmers and tanning groups with 
available t1¥ntland and capital resomces, and to lay the groundwork for these etlorts so that futme trtnuing 
activities will have the best possibility for commercial success. 

The King County Organizing Project I KCOP), the Institute for Washington's Future I IWF), and the 
Cascadia Revolving Fund will collaborate as partners in this project. KCOP \vill identify and organize 
potential individuals and groups that \"1sh to faml. IWF \vill provide the teclutical expertise to identifY 
favorable economic opportmtitiesin metropolitan famling in King COUJtty, and will develop ruld coordinate 
training opportunities. Cascadia will provide necessary business and finance tecluticnI assistance services, 

The climate and fertile soils ofthe Puget Sound and King County in particular make it one of the richest 
food producing areas in the world. Primary food products are dairy,.vegetables, small fruits, rutd ~pecially 
crops including tree fruit and nuts. As in many regions of the country, urbrut and suburban development 
has demanded converting farmland tor housing rutd commercial uses, threatening the future of this region 
as a significant food producer. Suburban sprawl--particularlyin the last ten years-- has destroyed 
productive tillable and orchard land in the Kent Valley, Duwantish Basin, and elsewhere ruld has aggravated 
conflicts between farmers and suburban residents and businesses. Policies wltich favor housing and 
commercial development prevent families from supplementing their incomes through farming ruld 
gardening. Despite favorable conditions for year-round gardeJting, hWlger, malnutrition, and substandard 
diets are a reality for many Puget SOWld housdtolds. Local goveuunent-sponsored community gardens 
t'P-Patches"J which encourage household veg~.table gardening prevent commercial tarming which could 
subsidize family income.' 

Widespread development coupled with underutilization of farmlands has required that we import food from 
outside the region. However, the existing system for food production and distribution poses serious 
environmental and resource problems. Food imported over great distances consumes vast quantities of fuel 
and other resources. Chemicals used to preserve food for long transport atfects its quality as well as 
consumer's health. In addition, there are disturbing indications that the wages associated with food 
production and distribution acti\rities in this region are dropping sigttificantly. The decline of a local base for 
tood production has created an opelting tor mass tood merchandisers whose sources are producers, located 
tar from !lle Puget SOllnd, who pay subsistence wages. TIlese predatory merchandisers in tum employ non­
union workers in local communities driving,down wages and displacing local bwtlnesses. 

In order to create a productive, sustainable, and equitable food system meeting t!\e basic needs for all 
trJlllilies and employing agricultural and tood industry workers at "tamily" wages, we need to fully utilize 
existing agricultural resources within King COWlty. ntis project aims to maintain existing fannlands for 
commercial farming by identifying both resources within the County and individuals and groups who wish 
to utilize these resources. 

In order for tltis to take place,the following tasks must be implemented; 
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Tasks, Timeline and Organization Responsible for Each Task 

July - September, 1995 

IWF 80 houl's 

1. lin-en tory existing agl'iculturallalld. 
An accurate, current, and detailed (existing and potential.l agriculo.rral resource inventory / map needs. 
to. be develqped which would include: . 
• 'CutTent fannland: Develop an inventory of CUtTent fann activity by location and by product 

categories including flumers and part-time growers, serious hobbyists, urban and suburban 
gardeners, and orchardists. . 

• Potential growing acreage: Develop an inventOlY of potential farnlland identified by location and 
by production potential tor various agricultural uses. 

IWF 50 hours 

2. Defermine fhe best agl'lcultuml use of each parcel. . 
• .-\nalyze what is grown today and its value based on direct sales, restaurants, co-ops, \vholesalers, 

and community service agriculture. fexplainJ . 
• . Develop. estimates for production/acreage/profitability (by crop). 
• Detennine what products do/will have a competitive advantage in tllis regi.oll. 

3. Denlop participatory' evaluation 1)lan for project. 

IWF 
Cascadia 
KCOP 

20 houl'S 
10 houl'S 
10 hours 

• Evaluate using both quantitative and qualitative measures ofland identification, product and 
enterprise identification, leadership development, training, business plan development, financing 
identified,. food grown. 

IWF 
. Cascadia' 

4. Identify'sources of financing for agricultural enh~"')fises. 

10 hours 
10 hours 

,. Sources may include revolving loan funds~ private foundations, public funds. 

KCOP 100 hours 

5. ] dentlfy Individuals and groulJs who might "'ish fo farm available lands. or work in farm jobs. 
111ese groups may include inunigrants with a farnling traditions IS.E. Asian, Pacific Islanders, Latinos). 
Once identified, gather individuals and groups for initial discussion of project and oppOitunities. 
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9652 
October - December, 1995 

IWF 40 houl's 

6, Analyze policies and I'egulations in the three county region (including land use and 
environmental regulations) which impact the "iability of farming and gardenlilg, 
• Inventory legislative tools present in the County and elsewhere to preserve tannland including 

"Right to Fann" laws, "agricultural reserves", tradable developlilent rights, etc. 

IW]i' 
Cascadia 

180 hours 
40 hours 

7. Determine the tYlles(s) of agricullul'al entel'lU'ises to be develolled. Trpes include cooperatiVe, 
commercial, or community supported agriculture, or a combination, Factors tor considemtion include 
the: 
• type of product, 
• eaming potential for persons or groups, 
• potential tor adding value to the product. Examples include wine and cider production, integrated 

woodlot managerrient featuring hut trees for nuts an woods, integrated tree fruit/mushroom 
enterprises, truck fanns, and cooperative canneries or drying openitioJ15, 

• opportunity tor bringing individual producers together as cooperators. Cooperation maximizes 
access to infonnation, capital, infrastructure, and mfL'dmizes the·market position of small fru1l1ers, 
thereby potentially increasing eamings from fann activities. 

KCOP 
IWF 
Cascadia 

20 hours 
180 hours 
20 hours 

8. Denlop h'aining fOl' farmers. Training will be based on the type of enterprise selected. and the type 
of product chosen. Tmining includes intonnation on tanning for sustainable yield, as well as the basics 
of business development. 

KCQP 40 hours 

9. Secure rights to use land for farining from CUITent lando\vnel's. 
• Initiate meetings with current land-owners and adjoining property owners to ensure receptivity to 

farming enterprises. 

KCOP 10 hours 

·10. Identify and send two Farming/Leadership PI'oject Le:~ders to 10 da~' training. 
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January - March, 1996 

11. Research and Idan fil'st crops to be 1)lantcd. 

IWF 
Cascadia 

IWF 

60 hours 
20 houl's 

40 houl's 

12. Reseal'ch existing infl'astl'uctul'e and needs inclu~ling water, tl'anSI)Ortatioll, stol'age and 
IU"Ocessing. 

13. Hold training for fanners, 

KCOP 
IWF 
Cascadia 

40 hoUl"s 
80 hours 
40 hours 

* Link them with technical assistance providers for business and fhrming-related de\'elopm~nt. 
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April - June, 1996· 

14. Finalize and review e,raluation of project as a whole. 

KCOP 
IWF 
Cascadia 

* IdentitY upcoming infonnation gathering, training and policy needs .. 

KCOP 

15. Ol"ganize fil'st plantings" 

Cascadia 
16. Provide business technical assistance. 
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10 hours 
40 hoUl"s 
10 hours 

20 hoUl"s 

40 hours 
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Timeline July 1995 - June 1996 

July-Sept. 1995 Oct.-Dec. 1995 J:m.-March 1996 April-julie 1996 

IWF ".. Inventory ".. Analyze ".. Research first -
agl'iculturalland regulatol'Y crops to be 

* Determine best 
I)olicies which planted 

agricultural use of 
. affect farming 

* Research 
each parcel . infrastructul'e 

needs 

Cascadia ".. PI'ovid(' 
technical 
asslstanc(' 

""F ICascadia ".. Identify fin:mcing ".. Determine 
sources for types ef 
agl'leultural agl'lcultural 
enterl)rises ('ntel'pl'is('s to 

denlol) 

"VF/Cascadlal ".. Develop evaluation ".. Develop * Train farmers *Evaluate and 

KCOP 
plan training for plan future 

farmers 

KCOP ".. Identify farmers ".. Secure * Organize first 
develol)lUcnt plantings 
rigbts 

* Train farming 
project leaders 
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Budget for Information Gathering, Organizing and Training 

1 
IQTA. 

IWF Iinfo. Gathering 140 
ITraining 
I Evaluation 20 

t~:~:~: ::~:::::: ::::::::: :;:;:;:;' ;:;:;:;:;:;:;.;.;.;~; 

KCOP I (')r","'nl>7ln" 
..... '~-... -"'l:I 100 

ITraining 
1 Ev<>I .. ",ti"m 10 

Cascadia 1 Info. Gath""rllig 10 
ITraining 
ITechnical A.;, ,'-'" 
I Evaluation 10 
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12 3 14 
IQTA. ' IQTA. IQTA. 

220 too 
180 80 20 

40 

SO 20 20 
20 20 

10 

40 '20 
20 40 10 

40 
10 
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ITotal 
Ihrs. 

Rate per hour 

460 
280 

60 
IIWF subtotal 

190 
40 
20 

IKCOP subtotaf 

70 
70! 
40i 
20 

Cascadia 
Isubtotal 

11 
i: 

Total 

$40 

540 

540 

Total 

$18.400 
$11.200 

CI:? .linn 

tt~~.nn 

$7.60C 
$1.600 

$800 
$10.000 

CI:? Ann 
~Iinn 

$1.600 
$800 

$8.000 

$50.000 
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